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. HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. MA~830

JOHN NELSON HOUSE

locations: North Great Road, Lincoln, Middlesex County, Massachusetts.

Pregent Owner: W. Newton Nelson

Present Use: Resldence
Significancs: This structure is ap excellent example of The early 15t
century wooden frame farm house, especially notable for its

simple detailing and brick snd wall construction. 1T was
built by John Nelson, carpenter for his father Josiah lelson,
The building process is thorcughly documented with bilis and
receipts for work done.

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A, General 3Statement:

. L. A two story wooden frames farm house, Typical of the =arly l%th
century architeeture of this locale, especially notakble for
simplicity of detail and brick =nd walls. Very little modifi-

cation of the original structure.
2. Condition of fabris: Zxcellent.
3. Description of Exterior:
1. Foundaticons: Perigeter foundaticn made of rubble Delow
brick above grade faced with 2ut and hammered grani‘e

and side elevations only;. 3rick pier [oundations undsr Jire
places, woOden or concrete Ilintles. Miscellanegsus wood

Z. Wall construction: Wocden frame. Zorizontal lapred wooden clap-
woards &'-0" long, lapoed end loint a 3", lerzh wall
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covered with wooden shingles, ©" =xposad.
aprear to be hearing walls, common tond.
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!, Porcnres, 3tsops, dulkneads, =tc.: Cub granite sters a2t melor
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entrances. Modern Tack pereh of ne significance.
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JOHN NELSON HOUSE
HABS No. MA-830 (Page 2)

., Windows: Original work, 4double-nung six-over-six-sasn, no
shutters.

RooT:

2. 3hape: IEip rzol ia general, with gable roof on ell, lean-%o
roof gver xitchen.

b. Covering: Asrphalt shingles over wooden saingles and sheath-
ing.

cornice: Boxed esaves, simple wooden cornice with
urse on central plock, front only.

2. Basement: Full fasement under central blcck only, siair under
front stalr “rom kitchen; divided by 4" brick par*ition perpen-
dicular %o front of house. Hall basement under ell, access b
docr in back foundation wall.

N

b, PFirst 7loor: Central =ntry, Two rocms symmelrical %o entrance

d atair hall, firerlaces crn sxterior walls. J1la& kitcnen

1 (18th century ) rizht rear with a%tached wcodshed and
rriage house. Modern kitchen Dehind two central rooms;

dlnlng room with fireplace; secondzry a2nirance; wood roon

with fireglace.

¢. BSecond floor: Two rooms an
with firepiaces in extericr

stair nall. 3ed rcoms ove
roons wers originally We rki

Stairways: Front ztairs behind front =ntrance 211 run perzendic-
ular To house. Secondary stalr from kitchen Lo second fleor.
Mcdern basement stair under front stair (traditicnal lcecation).
Floorirg: 3Some original wooden boarsds 12" - 13", wooden boaris
and strips at 4" - 12" wide (1930) 4" nardwood {1%C0) con sutflcor
First floor framing ! 1" on center, 7" x 7" oeams, I' - Q"

o
on center rerpendicuia
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JOHN NELSON HOUSE
HABS No. MA-830 (Page 3)
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d ogilin g Tinziszn: Plaster csllin Z. fzparesd and uvlazstared
walls, flush hoard wairscot to chalr rall (some beards 22" wide,
sthers plzce work)

Toorways and doors:  Six vanel (both sides Zinished) wooden

s
doors. £Some four panel {feathersd edge one side, rescess on
otner). Simple trim.
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im: Especially nozable fireplace trim, Jirst flgor left front
rokably influenced by The American Bulldexr's Companion or A Ne
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stem of Architecture, Asher Benjamin and Janiel FRayners,
hridge and Bliss Publishers, Charlestown, Massachusette, 1306,
which was in the builder's library. Two downstairs fireplace
trim (1%00).
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dardware: Variety of thumblatches ,

9tn - 20th century hardware.
Gcod wenthervane on Darn. Iron hoo a

r at zairy.
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Lighting: DNone of importance

:ing: EZxterior 2nd-wall fireplaces in central house. Cne

st 1ron fire frame first floor left rear ceniral house. Cook-
g Tireplace, oven znd ash pit in 313th century eppendage (chime

ne; reworked c. 181C) Hotable cooking crane ané irons. Modern

hot water aesating system. :

“ocation Zouse Jac=2s south on the Lexingten - Concord Road
west of "The Bluff" and envrance o the L. 3. Hanscom Air Force
Base.

Znclosures: Nope

Juthuildings: Barn and zttached szheds South bern is origzinal,
back portions were added circa 180C.
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Landscaping and walks: 27 no immnortance
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Prepared by: F. 3lair Reeves
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